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STUDENTS EMBRACE ANTI-DRUG MESSAGE 

By Owen Echols 

Emily Hambuchen Triple Williams 

   Red Ribbon Week is a nation 

alcohol, tobacco, and drug  

awareness program which St.  

Joseph School observed October 

26-30. 

   Red Ribbon Week’s national 

theme was “Respect Yourself, Be 

Drug Free,” but St. Joseph had a 

special focus each day. 

   “Keep Calm and Stay Drug Free” 

was Monday’s theme when  

students were invited to sign a drug 

free banner. Tuesday was “Sock It 

To Drugs Day” when crazy tube 

socks were worn to school.  

Wearing their red uniform shirts on 

Wednesday signified the students 

were “Red-Y to Live A Drug Free 

Life.”  With the start of basketball 

season and a Thursday  pep rally, it 

was “Team Up Against Drugs 

Day.” Everyone could let their 

purple and gold shine in support of 

the Bulldogs. Friday was “I’m a  

Jean-ius, I’m Drug Free.” Students 

wore their favorite blue jeans along 

with a wacky tie or hat. 

Controversial Issues Debated  by Nathan Hambuchen 

Mr. Andy Jones’ two Oral Communications classes conducted debates on October 26. 

One class debated the pros and cons of the death penalty while the other examined the 

issue of the war on terror. In the war on terror debate, the pros justified the conflict 

because the attack on September 11, 2001.            (continued on page 5)  

Senior Maid-of-Honor Brianna Covington, Homecoming Queen 

Sarah Beth Briggler, Beauty Queen Mollie Angel, Senior Maid 

Maggie Bain, Sophomore Maid Caroline Hambuchen, Junior 
Maid Madison Beck and Freshman Maid Drew Lewis. 

Homecoming Court Chosen  

Salute Our Vets 
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  The Bulldog Spirit is written and  

produced by St. Joseph’s journalism 

classes. 

 

 

 

 
 

Reporters/Photographers:   
 

 

Mollie Angel, Alyssa Be, Sam Burgener, 

Collin Davis, Wyatt Davis, Owen Echols, 

Connor Harrell, Tristin Harper, Nathan 

Hambuchen, Natalie Hambuchen, Sawyer 

Lagasse, Andrew Marks, Matthew 

McWilliams, Grant Merkel, Zach Moore, 

Bridget Porcaro, Jake Spradlin and Peter 

Woodson.   

 

Advisor: Mr. Ray Nielsen  

 

 

Cutest Friends 
By Mollie Angel & Jake Spradlin 

Bulldog Spirit: How did you two become 

friends? 

Holly: I moved here after Winter Break and 

we’ve been friends ever since! 

Bulldog Spirit: Do you have any nick-

names? 

Holly: Horita 

Georgia: Hollz 

Bulldog Spirit: What do you like to do to-

gether? 

Holly & Georgia: We like getting delicious 

chocolate chip pizza from Pizza Inn, going 

to Panera, and cruising in our matching VW 

bugs. 

Bulldog Spirit: Any significant memories? 

Holly & Georgia: We once drove straight 

across a roundabout.  

Bulldog Spirit: How long do you think your 

friendship will last? 

Holly & Georgia: LOL. We aren’t friends. 

Holly Detten and Georgia Dayer 

Golfers Drive To The Finish By Zach Moore  

   The St. Joseph Boys Golf Team ended its season on October 7 at Eureka Springs.  

The girls season concluded at the District level. “All in all, it was a good season,” 

Coach Chris Kordsmeier said. “ A lot of improvement was shown from all the  

players.”  

   Landon Bruich, Gage Burgner, and Caleb Strack made up the boys’ team.  They 

placed 3rd in the District Tournament. Gage and Landon moved on to State and both 

placed in the top 20. Mary Hartman, Lilly Tuttle,  and Chloe Robertson comprised 

the girls’team. Mary played in the District Tournament where she finished 6th.  

  Coach “K” is excited about next season but would like to see more players try out. 

“It’s hard to predict the future, but we need to add some golfers,”  he said.  

          Festival Fun  

Mary Hartman  Landon Bruich  

Seventh grader Kinley Thessing is led around 
by SJS graduate  Sarah Downey during the 

Knights Of Columbus Fall Festival Oct 11. It 

raised $7500 for Diocesan seminarians.  

           Cute Critter Caught  

 This raccoon roamed our campus last month. It 

didn’t seem to be frightened by the sight of  

humans. Animal Control later set a trap and  

captured it. Don’t know what happened to  

it after that.  
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Science Night on March 18th attracted a variety of ex- hibits and interested spectators 3 

     What Goes Up Must Come Down by Jake Spradlin  

 Mr. Jeremy Elsinger’s physics class recently 

conducted an experiment involving gravity 

and falling objects.  

 “We know when an object is dropped on 

Earth it falls downward,” Mr. Elsinger said. 

“Falling objects go faster and faster as they 

fall. This is known as acceleration, which is 

due to Earth’s gravity.”  

  All objects on Earth  fall roughly at the same 

acceleration rate regardless of size or weight. 

The students used long, narrow strips of  

paper with a loops and different weights  

attached. They were dropped through a  

machine known as a time ticker which taps a 

piece of paper 60 times per second. The faster 

the objects fell, the greater distance between 

the dots which were tapped out. That distance 

was then measured thus allowing the students 

to calculate the acceleration rates of each trial 

that turned out roughly the same.  

Mr. Elsinger shows Collin Davis how the 

distance between the dots on the time ticker 

paper increase with speed.  

Nathan Hambuchen and Jake  

Spradlin do one of the trials. 

  Ms. Monica Lieblong’s Family and Consumer Science II  (FACS) classes are 

participating in project based learning this semester. One of these projects in-

volves the filming and editing of a web-based series entitled “The Weekly  

Update.” This developing project will provide a new source of information  for 

the school and parish  The program will cover topics and events relevant to the 

school, parish and community. A student submitted segment will also be includ-

ed . Viewing dates will be announced when finalized.  

  FACS students involved in “The Weekly Update” visited the Apple Store in 

Little Rock on October 29th  to take an editing course. The students included 

Mollie Angel, Anna Claire Bailey, Brittany Barnello, Connor Harrell, Olivia 

Huett, Emma Kordsmeier, Sawyer Lagasse and Ian Martin.  

      Hope Springs Eternal by Zach Moore 

FACS Prepares To Go On Air  
                        By Mollie Angel  

   High school English teacher Alicia 

Yrle recently invited a successful  

former student to visit her 9th grade 

classroom.  

  Hope Anderson was Miss Louisiana in 

2011 and finished in the Top Ten in the 

Miss America pageant that year. She 

was a student of Ms. Yrle’s at a Monroe 

high school and used the scholarship 

money she won from the pageant to 

further her education and career goals. 

She promoted self-acceptance and vol-

unteerism during her reign as Miss  

Louisiana and ultimately earned degrees 

in nutrition and dietetics.  

  Ms. Anderson now lives in Tennessee 

where she works for Edible Nashville 

and has a private practice she calls Help 

With Hope.        (more on page 5 )  
Ms. Hope Anderson  

Mollie Angel, Tia Massa and Tillar 

Lewis do some calculating.  

 

An  

Apple 

Store 

employee   

talks with  

Ian  

Martin.  
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        What’s Your Vote? 
By: Andrew Marks and Peter Woodson 

SJS Leadership Group Learns Importance of Agriculture 
By Collin Davis 

(Left) Mary Rose Siebenmorgen and Sarah Beth Briggler visit animal shelter. FCYLI group photo at the landfill .  

 The St. Joseph students participating 

in the Faulkner County Youth  

Leadership Institute (FCYLI) took 

part in their third session on October 

17.  

  Collin Davis, Sarah Beth Briggler, 

Mary Rose Siebenmorgen and  

Landon Bruich visited the city land-

fill, an animal shelter, a pumpkin 

patch, and the Simon Dairy Farm. 

Agriculture was the common  

denominator with all of these sites.     

  “We learned a lot about agriculture 

and the environment around us and 

how we can make a huge difference,” 

Collin said. The students were told 

that between now and 2025 there will 

be 65,000 agriculture- related jobs in 

Arkansas that will go unfilled.This 

statistic shows that everyone should 

consider agriculture when deciding 

upon a college major.  

  The farmers the students spoke with 

noted that agriculture is highly tech-

nical these days, and that someone 

who majors in this field doesn’t have 

to be near a cow. “They can be be-

hind a computer screen and deter-

mine what each cow should eat ac-

cording to how much milk they pro-

duce and how much they weigh,” 

Collin said. 

Breakfast Bags Go Like Hotcakes By Collin Davis  

Jacqueline Kordsmeier & Caitlyn Simon prepare biscuits. Audrey Ferrari  serves Principal Joe Mallett.  

Tillar Lewis & Lauren Smith hail drivers. Coach Luke Davis directs traffic. 

St. Joseph’s FACS and FCCLA students held their 2nd Annual “Breakfast To Go” the 

morning of October 13. The profits benefited the organizations’ service projects. 

What’s your favorite pizza place and 

beverage? Here’s how the votes turned 

out.  

             U.S  Pizza = 11% 

             Papa John’s = 6%  

             Larry’s Pizza = 5% 

             Marco’s Pizza = 4% 

 

The WINNER of the poll drawing is 

Cory Strack.  
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Debate (from pg. 1) 

“The arguments that were es-

poused by the pros seemed to have 

very valid statements that left the 

cons in confusion,” Judge Jacob 

Spradlin said. The main argument 

against the war on terror was its 

expense. “ The side against the war 

on terror explained the cost of the 

war is far too much,” Judge Mollie 

Angel said. “They compared it to 

more pressing needs at home, such 

as dealing with the immigration or 

unemployment.”   

   The other class debated  the pros 

and cons of the death penalty. “The 

leading argument for it was that 

it’s a deterrent,” Mr. Jones said. 

“They showed that crime statistics 

for capital crimes had gone down 

in states with the death penalty.” 

Those against the death penalty 

said it was unethical and inhu-

mane.   

   Mr. Jones thought the pros won 

in both debates. “They had more 

evidence to support their argu-

ments and communicated better,” 

he said. 

(Left to right) Juliana Ferrer, Tyler Van 

Dyke, Jacob Bailey, Mrs. Yrle, Anthony 

Snyder, John Smith, Shannon Trantina, 

and Isabella Morgan get wacky. 

 Riley Tucker, Nick Chambers, Shelby 

Shearer, Elijah Bailey, Lucas Welter, Lauren 

Berger, Elizabeth Chandler, and Grace Duna-

way flashing purple and gold. 

Hunter Trussell, Colton Brorman, Nick  

Davanzo, and John Lucen wear wacky  

hats and ties. 

 Anna Griffith, Emily Briggler,  

Brooklyn Kordsmeier, Chloe Lemley, 

and Autumn Davis show their  Bulldog 

Spirit. 

  HOPE (from page 3 )  

 

 Ms. Yrle’s current students had  

writing assignments on career 

choices,  and Ms. Anderson had 

the same task with Ms. Yrle years 

ago. One of Ms. Yrle’s students 

asked if Ms. Anderson if she ever 

got discouraged when pursuing 

her goals? She acknowledged that 

she had but relied on God and her 

faith to get her through the tough 

times.  

Punic Wars Fought in History Class by Nathan Hambuchen 

   Ms. Karen Davis’ World History class has 

recently been studying the Punic Wars. On  

November 2 students recreated  battle scenes in 

class to demonstrate the violence of them.  

   The Punic Wars began in 264 BC between 

Carthage and Rome and ended  with a Roman 

victory in 146 BC.  

   The students were broken into three groups 

and each given one of the three Punic Wars to 

act out for the class. Each group gave a 2-3  

minute scene explaining what happened in each 

war while acting it out.  

Seniors Sarah 
Beth Briggler, 

Maggie Bain, 

Brianna Coving-
ton, and Mary 

Rose  

Siebenmorgen 
act out the final 

battle in the 

Second Punic 
War. 

 Seniors  Emma Kordsmeier, Alyssa Be & Lauren 
Smith dramatize the slaying of the Carthage leader. 

 The final defeat of Carthage is reenacted by Owen 
Echols, Sam Burgener, Jann Leuken & Grant Merkel 

  November 16-20 is Spirit 

Week, but Class Picture Day is 

the 17th for 7th-11th grades.  

 You should bring a uniform shirt 

for the photo’s sake. 
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High School Profiles  
By: Matthew McWilliams 

Zach Moore 

Grant Merkel 
Hunter Trussell 

1. Do you plan on dressing 

up for Halloween? If so, 

what are you going as? 

2. What is your favorite 

day during Red Ribbon 

Week in the past? 

3. What sports are you 

playing this year? What 

do you like the most 

about them? 

4. What do you do when 

you are not at school? 

~Colton 

 

1. No 

2. Camo Day 

3. Soccer. I get to run a lot 

4. Sleep, read, or do my 

homework 

Colton Brorman  

~Grant 

 

1. Yes, a Bowling Ball 

2. Monday, because of 

bowling practice 

3. BOWLING!!! 

4. I bowl 

~Clayton 

 

1. Yes. A Stormtrooper 

2. Spirit Day 

3. Basketball and soccer. 

They are competitive 

4. Sleep 

~Hunter 

 

1. No 

2. Crazy Hat Day 

3. Bowling. It’s fun and 

you only compete 

against yourself 

4. Sleep 

Clayton Heathscott 

http://stjosephconway.org/
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High School Profiles 
By: Matthew McWilliams 

Kinley Thessing 

Caleb Strack Erika Gonzalez 

Ryan Davis 

~Caleb 

 

1. Yes. I am not sure 

2. Spirit Day 

3. Basketball and hope-

fully baseball. They’re 

fun to play with lots of 

excitement 

4. Shoot hoops 

~Kinley 

 

1.  Yes. The female Mad 

Hatter 

2. Crazy Hat Day 

3. Basketball. Being 

able to play with my 

friends as a team 

4. Watch TV 

 

~Ryan 

 

1. Possibly 

2. Spirit Day 

3. Basketball. The compet-

itiveness 

4. I practice basketball and 

any other sports that I 

play 

~ Ericka 

 

1. Maybe 

2. Spirit Day 

3. Basketball. The com-

petitiveness and how 

you compare to other 

teams 

4. Watch Netflix 

1. Do you plan on dressing 

up for Halloween? If so, 

what are you going as? 

2. What is your favorite day  

during Red Ribbon 

Week in the past? 

3. What sports are you 

playing this year? What 

do you like the most 

about them? 

4. What do you do when 

you are not at school? 
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Teacher Spots Animals In Wild  

 Mr. Jim Belote holds a photo he took at 

Tower Falls, WY. last  June  while  a 

bear was eating flowers.  

 A grizzly bear stands on its hind legs in Hayden Valley at Yellowstone National  

Park, Wyoming.  

A moose on the loose in Grand Teton National Park,  WY.   A bull elk makes a bugling sound in Boxley Valley near  

Ponca, Arkansas.  

(left) These two  

bighorn rams were  

photographed in  

Yellowstone Park. The 

bighorn ewe and its  

offspring were seen at 

Rocky Mountain  

National Park in  

Colorado.  
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HUNT COUNTRY By Wyatt Davis 

  

  Muzzleloading  season started in Arkansas 

on  October 17 and ended October 25,.  

Arkansas Game and fish regulations say 

that  the statewide bag limit of deer is six 

deer, no more than two bucks.  

   Regulation also states that you may only 

shoot between 30 minutes before sunrise 

and 30 minutes after sunset. In some peo-

ple’s opinions, muzzleloading season is one 

of the best because the deer are not being 

pressured as much as they are during mod-

ern gun season.   

   You are allowed to bait, but if you plant a 

food plot, you’re not able to harvest it the 

following year.  

   I went hunting on Saturday, October 17 in 

Hampton, Arkansas. At the time, I was  

watching a mom and two fawns eat rice 

brand.. Then I saw this buck step out, and I 

knew that it was the one I wanted. I was 

hunting with my CVA 50 caliber  muzzle- 

Grant Merkel’s ‘95 Ford Exploder 
Engine:V10 

Horsepower: 275 

Type: SUV 

Swag Level: Over 9,000 

 

Bulldog Spirit: “What displacement is 

your Exploder?” 

Grant Merkel: 14.0  

Bulldog Spirit: How fast will it do 0-60? 

Grant Merkel: “10.25 seconds” 

Bulldog Spirit: 0-100? (if it can do it) 

Grant Merkel: “It can’t even do 80” 

Bulldog Spirit: “How many ladies does it get you?” 

Grant Merkel: “As many as I can fit!” 

Bulldog Spirit: “Any modifications?” 

Grant Merkel: “The decals on the back glass add 25 HP each” 

Bulldog Spirit: “Anything you want to add about it?” 

Grant Merkel: “It’s an off-road beast” 

Kool Carz  
By Connor Harrell and Sam Burgener 

loader, and I shot the buck around 

5:15 P.M. on Saturday. 

 Collin Davis hunted on October 

18 near Vilonia. He’d hunted all 

day and had seen about ten doe. 

He’d been passing them up be-

cause he’d seen a large buck on  

Wyatt Davis with his 7 Point Collin Davis shows his 10 point off. 

his game camera for several days. He 

saw the image of a deer moving 

through the woods but couldn’t tell if it 

had horns until it stepped out to eat the 

corn. At 6:30, he picked up his muz-

zleloader and shot the 10 point.  
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Students Reap Rewards With Chemistry Poker By: Sawyer Lagasse 

   Students in Mr. Jim Belote’s chemistry classes at St. Joseph High School have been 

learning to write and recognize correct chemical formulas with help from a card game 

known as chemistry poker.  

   Formulas are used when determining a compound’s makeup or the products of a 

reaction. The students deal out cards with various ion formulas on them and try to put 

together one for an actual compound. “Points are awarded based on how many cards 

they are able to ‘play’,”  Mr. Belote said. This activity gives his students practice in 

making correct formulas. 

(above) Colton Brorman studies his hand.  

Abigail Covington thinks she has a win-

ning combination. Gabby Hathaway, Nick 

Royal, and Abigail have their hands called. 

Senior Girls Receive Scholarly Honor By Sam Burgener  

     Shortly after the start of the school year St. Joseph high school was noti-

fied by the Arkansas Activities Association that its 2014-2015 senior basket-

ball team had been named  academic state champions. The team’s GPA. was 

4.16. 

    A banner proclaiming this achievements was delivered to our school. 

Since several team member had graduated, Coach Chris Kordsmeier waited 

for an opportunity to get some of these players back for a photo opportunity. 

It happened on October 29 during our schools Purple and Gold intersquad 

games that lead up to the start of a new basketball season. Graduates  

Madeline Moix, Maddy Shamburger, and Monica Davanzo were able to  

attend. Caroline Dail and Holly Rega were unavailable. 

      Basketball Preview  

 The 7th Grade Girls basketball season is  

underway.  Coach Joe Mallett says his team is 

working on fundamentals and learning the 

game.  

 “We want to play up to our potential and have 

fun doing so. Our strength is our defensive 

potential, and we are working on our scoring 

situations.”  
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Pep Rally Lifts Spirits By Connor Harrell and Owen Echols  
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Johnnie Watson said: 

1. I had always wanted one, but it was a surprise when I got it because I still had  six months before I turned 16. 12 

                 Faculty Funnies   By Sawyer Lagasse and Gabby Hathaway  

Patriotic Essays Submitted 
By Owen Echols 

   More than two dozen students in the 

8th  - 12th grades have turned in  

patriotic essays for contests sponsored 

by the men and women of the Jessie 

W. Grisham VFW Post 2259 and its 

Ladies Auxiliary. 

   The Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest is 

for 8th graders. The topic this year is 

“What  Freedom Means To Me.”  

Autumn Davis, Brooklyn Kordsmeier, 

Emily Briggler, Chloe Lemley,  

Nicholas Brorman, Abbie Flake,  

Austin Parker, Hunter Watkins, and 

Matthew Shofner all wrote essays.   

Local awards are a $300 cash prize 

for 1st Place. The 2nd Place winner 

gets $150,  and the 3rd Place receives 

$75. The 1st Place winner is eligible 

to move on to the District Competi-

tion. 

   The Voice of Democracy Essay 

Contest  is for students in the 9th - 

12th grades. It had to be recorded.  

“My Vision for America” was the 

theme. Those submitting speeches  

include Mary Pham, Natalie Ross, 

Lillie Tuttle, Rachel Prall, Matthew 

McWilliams, Amber Briggler, Joanie 

Elsinger, Abigail Covington, Emily 

Flake, William Zinno, Hunter 

Trussell, Gabby Hathaway, Nick  

Royal, Colton Brorman, Maria 

Casavechia, and Daniel Lee  

Kordsmeier. The local prizes for this 

competition are $500 for 1st Place, $250 

for 2nd Place, and $150 for 3rd Place. First 

Place winners are also eligible for District.  

   The top essays are usually read at a 

luncheon hosted by the VFW sometime 

this Spring. 

Year of Mercy Approaching  
                    by Zach Moore  

 
The motto, 

"Merciful Like 

the Father,"  
Pope Francis 

says , "serves as 

an invitation to 
follow the  

merciful  

example of the 
Father who asks 

us not to judge 

or condemn but 
to forgive and to 

give love and 

forgiveness 
without  

measure."  

 Pope Francis has declared a “Year of Mercy” 

beginning December 8 and concluding  

November 20, 2016.  

 Every 25 years, popes proclaim a holy year, 

which feature special celebrations and  

pilgrimages, strong calls for conversion and 

repentance, and the offer of special  

opportunities to experience God’s grace 

through the sacraments, especially confession.  

 Our own Father John Marconi is involved in 

the planning of these events throughout the 

Diocese.  Each parish in the state will have 

local activities but everyone will be  

encouraged to visit Our Lady of Good 

Counsel in Little Rock at least once  

during the year to enter through the  

Diocese’s designated Holy Door of  

Mercy.  

  St. Joseph’s has plans of its own,  

including a symbolic Holy Door. Our  

ministries, faith formation and school 

groups are incorporating Year of Mercy  

activities into their planning, especially 

the Corporal Works of Mercy.  
Ms. Cristy Trantina contributed to this story.  

 Peace Poster Chosen by Tristin Harper 

  Eighth grader Emily Briggler has been 

voted the winner of the 2015 Conway 

Evening Lions Club Peace Poster  

Contest. 

  The theme of this year’s poster was 

“Share Peace.” The contest was open to 

students ages 11-13. Each poster was 

judged on originality, artistic merit and 

expression of the theme. Emily’s poster 

now moves on to Lions’ District Level. 

“My poster 

represents 

sharing 

world 

peace and 

the overall 

acceptance 

of cultural 

diversity.”  

 

Emily  

Briggler  


